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SANTA CRUZ HIGHWAY 1/17 MERGE LANE PROJECT

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
1. What is included in the project? This project will:

· Add a merge lane to southbound Route 1 between Route 17 and La Fonda Avenue
· Add a merge lane to northbound Route 1 between the Morrissey Boulevard overcrossing and Route 17

· Add a merge lane to northbound Route 17 between Route 1 and the Pasatiempo overcrossing

· Replace the Branciforte Overcrossing and Emiline St. Undercrossing

· Widen the Market St., Branciforte Creek, and Carbonera Creek Bridges

· Realign the Emeline Avenue off-ramp

· Realign the southbound Route 1 Morrissey Boulevard off-ramp

· Realign the eastbound Morrissey Boulevard to southbound Route 1 on-ramp

· Construct soundwalls throughout the project area

· Construct a concrete median barrier throughout the project area

· Improve highway drainage 
· Landscape the project area
Note:  This project will not change the actual fishhook at the interchange

2. Why is this project needed? Traffic volumes through the Highway 1/17 interchange area have surpassed the original design volumes, resulting in peak hour congestion and higher than expected accident rates.  Currently, traffic passing through the interchange area must make merge decisions within a very short distance.  This project will substantially lengthen the merge distances improving safety and traffic flow.
3. Is this project different from the Hwy. 1 Widening project?  Yes, the merge lanes project is different from the Hwy 1 Widening project.  The Hwy 1 Widening project proposes High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes from the 1/17 interchange to Larkin Valley Rd.  The Hwy 1/17 Merge Lanes project improves merging and safety in 1/17 interchange area. 
4. Will this project affect the “fishhook?”  There will be no changes to the interchange structure itself, including the “Fishhook.”  However, merge lanes being added adjacent to the Fishhook will improve flow thru the Fishhook.
5. What is the total cost of the project?  $48 million for construction. 

6. Will construction affect traffic?  Yes.  Two lanes will be open in each direction during commute hours, and every effort will be made to minimize disruption to traffic, however motorist should expect some delays and plan accordingly.  The best thing motorists can do to help traffic flow as smoothly as possible is “Don’t Be A Looky-Lou.”  Give your full attention to driving safely and efficiently through the project area.
7. How will construction affect neighbors? Those living adjacent to the project will experience construction noise such as pile driving, demolition work and back-up alarms at various times.  Homeowners can get current project work location and duration information at 888-836-0866 to help them plan accordingly.  Also, local traffic will be detoured at various times during construction.  A City Police Officer will be dedicated full time to this project to mitigate traffic effects on the neighborhoods.

8. Will soundwalls be included in the project?  If so, where will they be located? Yes, soundwalls will be constructed throughout the project area.  You may look at the soundwall location map online at www.hwy1-17.caltrans.ca.gov
9. When will the soundwalls be built?  We hope to construct soundwalls as soon as possible to mitigate construction noise.  However, some sound walls cannot be built until embankments and retaining walls are constructed or excavations are performed first.  

10. Will trees be removed? Yes, however, an aggressive re-landscaping plan has been developed replacing removed trees. Many of the trees being removed are non-native species (acacia). These trees will be replaced by natives with higher scenic and habitat value.  
11.  How can the public get current information? For more information regarding this project call our office at 831-423-0396 Mondays through Fridays from 8am to 5pm. Project updates will be recorded on Fridays at 888-836-0866. (Information follows in Spanish after English recording when calling the 888#). Check the web site: www.hwy1-17.caltrans.ca.gov
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